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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-21, 22, 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Kannes (US PAT: 5,382, 972). 

Regarding claims 1 , 23, Kannes discloses a conference system, comprising: a 
communication link (30/40/51, figs. 1-2) coupling a first location and a second location, 
a first input-output device in (13, fig. 1) disposed at the first location, generating a signal 
from an attorney (3, fig. 1), a second input-output device (M5/14a, fig. 6 and 52, fig. 2), 
disposed at the second location (col. 5 lines 44-55), the attorney and client (5, fig. 2) 
having a relationship protected by the attorney client privilege (col. 5 lines 25-31), a third 
input-output device in (for example 1 2, fig. 1 ) disposed at the first location, generating a 
signal from a third party (col. 4, line 35 - col. 5, line 7), a signal processor in (68, figs. 2, 
5) disposed in the communication link (30/40/51 , fig. 2) between the first and second 
locations, the signal processor routing the signals between the input-output devices at a 
first and second locations (col. 5, line 8 - col. 7, line 27), a control panel (25, fig. 1) 
operatively coupled to the signal processor, providing control over the signals routed 
thereby (col. 4, line 66 - col. 5, line 7), wherein communication link (30/40/51 , fig. 1 ) 
communicatively couples the first, second and third input-output devices to one another, 
such that each of the input-output devices is configured to receive and play signals from 
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others of input-output devices (col. 5, line 56 - col. 6, line 54), wherein control panel 
(reads on interface) also controls the input-output devices so that a private 
communication may be established between the first and second input-output devices, 
at the exclusion of the third input-output device, such that signals generated by the first 
and second input-output devices are maintained in confidence and such that attorney 
and the attorney's client are permitted to engage in a private communication without 
vitiating the attorney-client privilege (col. 5 lines 25- 
35). 

Regarding claims 2-21, Kannes further teaches the following: communication link 
(51, figs. 1-2) establishes a point-to-point conference between the first and second 
locations (col. 5 lines 25-31), signals comprises at least audio and video components, 
control interface device disposed in the communication link, wherein control interface 
device is communicatively coupled between first input-output device and signal 
processor in (68, fig. 2), and wherein the signal processor is communicatively coupled 
between the control interface device and second input output device, and wherein 
control panel is operatively coupled to the control interface device, firtst and second 
control interface devices disposed in the communication link between the first and 
second input-output devices, wherein the first input-output device is communicatively 
coupled between the first input-output device and the signal processor, wherein the 
signal processor is communicatively coupled between the second control interface and 
second input-output device, and wherein the control panel is operatively coupled to the 
second control interface (col. 4, line 66 - col. 5, line 43, col. 12 lines 16-26), control 
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interface device disposed in the communication link, communicatively coupled between 
the signal processor in (60, fig. 2) and the second input-output device (for example 12, 
fig. 1), the second input-output device (M5/14a, fig. 6, col. 5 lines 44-55), wherein the 
first control interface device in (13, fig. 1) is communicatively coupled between the 
second input-output device and the signal processor, and wherein the signal processor 
in (68, fig. 2) is communicatively coupled between the second control interface and the 
second input-output device (fig. 2), wherein first input-output device (13, fig. 1) is 
disposed in the court and the second input-output device (figs. 2, 6) is disposed within 
jail (col. 3 lines 13-23), at least one display device (for example 12, fig. 1) disposed 
within the court room, capable of playing the signals generated by the input-output 
devices, communication link comprises at least one selected from a wired connection, 
wireless connection, etc (col. 4 lines 43-52), control panel (25, fig. 1 ) is configured to be 
controlled by a judge (1 , fig. 1 ), attorney (2, fig. 1 ) is a defense attorney and attorney's 
client (5, fig. 2) is a jail inmate (col. 3 lines 12-23), first input-output device in (13, and 
21-24, fig. 1 ) is configured to capture audio-visual information from the defense 
attorney and the second input-output device in (19, fig. 2) is configured to capture 
audio-visual information from the jail inmate during a trial proceeding, third input-output 
device in (12 and 21-24, fig. 1) is configured to capture audio-visual information from a 
prosecuting attorney (2, fig. 1) during a trial processing, a fourth input-output device in 
(1 1 and 21-24, fig. 1) is configured to capture audio-visual information from a judge (1, 
fig. 1 ) overseeing a trial proceeding, a display communicatively coupled to the signal 
processor in (68, fig. 2) to display information generated by the input-output devices (fig. 
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4), plurality of input devices communicatively coupled to the communications link, 
wherein the plurality of input devices are configured to interject audio visual information 
for play on at least one display device during the trial proceeding (col. 5, line 56 - col. 
6, line 48), plurality of input-output devices comprises at least one selected from a group 
comprising a computer (68, fig. 2), a video cassette recorder etc (col. 6 lines 55-65), 
control panel (25, fig. 1) comprises one selected from a group comprising a personal 
computer, a touchpade device, a keypad device etc (col. 12 lines 16-26), signal 
processor is a switching device (118, fig. 5, col. 10, line 67 - col. 11, line 9), the first 
input-output device comprises a first privacy handset (50, fig. 1) and the second input- * 
output device comprises a second privacy handset (52, fig. 2), wherein the handsets 
permit the attorney and client to engage in private communication without vitiating the 
attorney client privilege (col. 5 lines 25-31). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claim 22 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kannes 
in view of Taub (GB 227851 6). 

Regarding claim 22, Kannes discloses an audio-video conferencing method 
between a courtroom and a jail, comprising: providing a first input-output device in (13, 
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fig. 1) in the courtroom to capture information from an attorney during a trial and 
generate an attorney audio-visual signal, providing a second input-output device 
(M5/14a, fig. 6 and 52, fig. 2) in the jail and generate an inmate audio-visual signal, 
providing a third input-output device in (for example 14, fig. 1) in courtroom to capture 
information from another participant during a trial and generate a third party audio-visual 
signal (col. 4 lines 35-65), communicatively coupling the first, second, and third input- 
output device to one another (figs. 1-2), controlling the audio-visual signals 
communicated from the courtroom to the jail with a signal processor in (68, figs. 1 , 5), 
and operatively coupling a control panel (25, fig. 1), controlled by a judge, to the signal 
processor (col. 4, line 66 - col. 5, line 7), wherein, when attorney wishes to conduct an 
attorney-client privileged communication with the inmate, wherein, after initiating the 
attorney client sidebar feature, the first and second input devices communicate with one 
another, to the exclusion of the third input-output device, permitting the attorney and 
client to engage in an attorney client communication without vitiating the attorney-client 
privilege (col. 5 lines 25-39). 

Kannes differs from claim 22 in that although he teaches an interface for sending 
a private line signal to the system computer whenever the telephone link comprising 
telephones 50 and 52 is in use to maintain attorney-client privileged communication with 
the inmate (col. 5 lines 31-39), he does not teach the following: judge selects an 
attorney-client sidebar function via control panel. 

However, Taub discloses video conference system which teaches the following: 
chairman sitting at the master console (40, fig. 2) to select signals to be transmitted 
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from member consoles for transmission to the telephone line (44, fig. 2, page 5 lines 10- 
19). 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
invention was made to modify Kannes' system to provide for the following: judge selects 
an attorney-client sidebar function via control panel as this arrangement would facilitate 
control of signal transmissions by a central authority such as chairman of the 
conference as taught by Taub, thus providing central coordination of conference 
proceedings. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Melur Ramakrishnaiah whose telephone number is 
(571)272-8098. The examiner can normally be reached on 9 Hr schedule. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Curt Kuntz can be reached on (571) 272-7499. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). ft 
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